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Stamps from a trip in Manchuria

My parents were Ron and Connie Condick (nee Bull). They were both in China with the convoy,
Ron from 1943, returning to England in late 1945. They had two children: Noel (the present
writer) and Frances. Connie died in 2004, Ron in 2009. Since then, Frances has spent several years
going through and sorting Ron's papers and photos, and digitising some of the material, which she
has copied to me.
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At the May 2013 reunion at Friends' House I showed some of the Chinese text from Ron’s papers to
Bing Xiao. Bing was able to translate what I had there, and was interested in seeing other examples
from Ron's papers. Amongst the examples of Chinese text which I copied to Bing was the
following image.
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The image above shows a folded sheet of paper bearing a set of randomly positioned stamp
imprints. Frances came across it amongst Ron’s papers. We had no idea what it might be, but Bing
recognised the imprints as official stamps. These were of the kind which would have been done at
towns or checkpoints in the course of a journey.

!

After some investigation Bing was able to identify the places where the stamps were from. She has
prepared the following two maps to show the locations.

!
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(Map by Bing Xiao)

!
Map 1) Map of China. Area of towns/stamps outlined at top right hand side.
!
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The map below shows a more detailed view of the area.
!
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(Map by Bing Xiao)

Map 2) Details of town names and locations.

Bing has put circles to indicate the locations. She says that some were very small towns, or may
even have disappeared in modern China, but seven of the ten are big cities. She has put the modern
standard translation alongside the numbers. This part of China has been known as Manchuria.
During the war it was controlled by the Japanese. When they surrendered in 1945 it came under the
control of the Communist forces, so it would seem likely that these stamps are a record of a trip
made after 1945.
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We don’t know how this paper came to Ron, and this area is well away from the convoy routes in
South West China, where he and Connie spent their time, so this is a mystery to us.
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Were there trips being made in this area after 1945? Who was involved? and how did the paper
come to Ron? Can anyone shed any light on this? We would be very interested to know.
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Noel Condick
30 Sept 2014
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